gO                                 PUNISHMENT.

operation at all.    You and I, I hope, are not in the
least disposed to assault each other, even though no
policeman is present.   The bare thought of resorting
to violence, pelting me, say, with rotten eggs, has
not even suggested itself to you, even though I may
be making a very provoking use of my tongue.    But
there is also an intermediate class of people upon
whom the possibility of having to appear in a police
court, and the strong sense of shame attached to such
appearances, is an active restraining force, tending to
limit, and, in cases where the proper conditions exist,
gradually to narrow, the sphere of violence.   We, the
peaceable and law-abiding citizens, have gained a
right to those epithets, because we have lived in a
sphere where the law has been habitually enforced.
We have ceased to carry deadly weapons about us,
and  have  established a  general condition of good
order.    The deterring influence of the criminal law
acts, or ought to act, by gradually spreading that
state of mind  through  a steadily widening circle.
The classes which are still in need of such a support
to their moral instincts   are clearly capable  of re-
formation, whatever may be the case of some of the
individuals who break the law.     A fighting tribe,
which has been in the habit of resenting every injury
by the use of the knife, may learn, in a very short
time, that a court of law settles disputes more agree-